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Jodie Harper, Community Lay Director/Board Chair	
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, we have a problem in the Emmaus of the Midlands Community. It 
is a lack of sponsorship! Your Board of Directors is very concerned about this. Without sponsors, 
we don’t have pilgrims, and if we don’t have pilgrims, we don’t have walks. What can be done? It is 
up to each one of us! Please see the information below taken from the Emmaus Ministries 
Community Manual distributed by the Upper Room. 
 Sponsorship is the most important job of all in the Emmaus community!!! Good sponsorship 
is the very reason healthy communities rarely cancel Emmaus events for lack of participants. Good 
sponsorship is vital to the Emmaus movement in every Community; therefore, every Emmaus 
Community should continually educate its members on the role and importance of good 
sponsorship. Good sponsorship is the first act of agape before Emmaus event ever begins. The 
sponsor aims to bring spiritual revitalization to Christians who, in turn, will bring new life and 
vision to the work of their church in their congregations, homes, schools, workplaces, and 
Communities. 	
So, who do we sponsor?	

• Church Leaders (Pastors and Laypersons).	
• Dependable church members who serve as the quiet backbone of the church.	
• Less active members who need their awareness of grace rekindled.	
• Christians who hunger for “something more” and who want to grow spiritually.	
• Members and leaders who represent a cross-section of the church.	
• Members of diverse congregations, denominations, and ethnic groups.	

Wise sponsorship is purposeful and prayerful; unwise sponsorship is haphazard and undiscerning. 	
 
How do we sponsor?	

• PRAY! PRAY! Then pray some more!	
• Discern whom God wants you to sponsor.	
• Continue to spend time in prayer.	
• Make an appointment with the person(s).	
• Extend an invitation and seek a commitment.	
• Make preparations for your pilgrim. Arrange for their letters. Ensure their family or pets 

will be cared for during their walk.	
• Make sacrifices for your pilgrim. Take them to dinner before the walk. 	
• Support the event for the three days. Serve, attend Sponsor’s Hour, attend Candlelight, 

attend Closing, take your pilgrim home.	
• Encourage the pilgrim in his or her Fourth Day/involvement. Take them to Gatherings for 

several months. Serve alongside them on the next set of walks. Introduce them to 
Community members. Help them get involved in a Reunion Group or create a new one.	



	

• Help your participant act on new commitments. 	
• Inform the pilgrim ways to serve the Emmaus Community.	
• Help your pilgrim sponsor others.	

Sponsorship is an act of love for God, for the participants, for the Emmaus Community, and for the 
church. It is a living demonstration of agape love. Through sponsorship, we become instruments of 
God’s design and prevenient grace. 	
 
We had an experience at our Board “Retreat” this past Saturday. We were discussing sponsorship 
and how to encourage our Community to sponsor pilgrims. We had just talked about how God will 
sometimes bring the person(s) to you after you have prayed about it. Suddenly, there was a man 
who was standing in the doorway to the room where we were meeting. When we asked if we could 
help him, he said, “I was looking for a Bible study or someone to pray for me.” We all got up from 
our seats, laid hands on him, and prayed. Afterward, he told us he was nine days sober and was at 
the church for a meeting for addicts. Some of the Board members told him about Emmaus, offered 
to sponsor him on a walk with a scholarship, and exchanged phone numbers with him. We all felt 
strongly that God brought this man to us!! Now, let’s see what we ALL do about it!	
 
My friends, PRAY, and be ready to do what God tells you to do. He may bring that person to you, 
or may give you a name of a person to approach. Don’t ignore what God tells you to do! 
Sponsorship is imperative to keep our Emmaus Community thriving. 	
 
De Colores!	
Jodie Harper	
Community Lay Director	
	
The Lagniappe Country Walk to Emmaus Ladies Walk #95 in Louisiana need prayer 
warriors to sign up on their Prayer Vigil lists. Please go to https://signup.com/go/hGhUcva 	
NEW BANNERS NEEDED	
Many of our banners used in the conference room are beginning to look tattered.  There is plenty of 
time between now and the spring walks to repair or create new ones, and if you or your reunion group 
are interested in providing one or more, please contact Jodie Harper at  jodieharper55@gmail.com.  	
 
Please	Turn	in	BINDERS	and	USB	DRIVES	
If	any	of	you	have	a	binder	or	a	flash	drive	from	a	previous	walk,	please	return	these	to	a	board	member	as	
soon	as	possible.	There	have	been	some	changes	in	the	walk	manuals	from	the	Upper	Room	and	we	need	to	
be	absolutely	sure	that	all	of	our	binders	and	flash	drives	have	the	same	information.	This	will	avoid	a	lot	of	
confusion.	Please	do	not	keep	any	materials	from	the	past.	
 

 

Mary Francis Thompson, Spiritual Director	
One of the blessings of the Walk to Emmaus is that the community is made up of Christians 
from a variety of churches and denominations, all celebrating our unity in Christ instead of 
being pulled apart by our diversity. Each Christian has at least one gift intended to be use to 
build up the body of Christ and advance the kin(g)dom of God, The Walk to Emmaus 
encourages each of us first of all to use our gifts in and through our local churches. The 
Emmaus Community also offers opportunities to use our gifts in service to God and God’s 
kin(g)dom. Some of those opportunities involve actions seen by the community. Other 



	

opportunities are behind the scenes. The persons who wash the dishes, empty the trash, and 
clean and stock the restrooms are no less important than the persons giving talks and leading 
tables in the conference room. (I can do without a lot of conveniences, but I don’t want to do 
without toilet paper when nature calls.) The Walk to Emmaus follows a progressive leadership 
model. Everyone is encouraged and expected to serve in less visible roles before serving in 
various  servant leadership roles in the conference room. (No, you don’t have to clean the 
toilets before serving in the conference room. There are lots of other behind the scenes jobs.) 
 Every member of the Emmaus community can pray for the community, the Emmaus 
Board, Walk teams, and pilgrims, not only immediately before, after, and during Walks but 
daily. I am writing this on January 19, which means there are ten days left to recruit the 
required twelve male and twelve female pilgrims need for the Spring Walks to be held. There 
are people in our churches, work, places, and other areas of influence who need a Walk and 
who may be waiting for someone (you?) to offer to sponsor them. The Emmaus of the Midlands 
community needs these Walks. While we are called to fellowship with and support one 
another, we are also called to make disciples, to strengthen our local churches, and to build 
the kin(g)dom of God. The Walks rejuvenate and inspire us as a community. They draw our 
attention to where God is at work and where God is inviting us to join in that work. This may 
sound harsh and overly dramatic, but if we don’t hold Walks regularly, the Emmaus of the 
Midlands community will die. God has given us a wonderful privilege and responsibility by 
allowing us to experience the Walk to Emmaus. God wants us to pass that blessing on to 
others. We will not be diminished by sharing what we have experienced, rather we will be 
enriched and grow strong personally and as a community. 
 The Walk to Emmaus is designed to be a partnership between clergy and laity. Each 
group has a role in the weekend. The Board of Directors of this community is seeking your 
help in identifying clergy members who have participated in a Walk--whether recently or in 
the distant past, where locally or in another community, whether clergy when the Walk made 
or ordained subsequent to the Walk. If you are a clergy who is a member of this community or 
if you know of clergy who is a member of this community, active or not, please send the clergy 
person’s name and contact information to mfthompson@embarqmail.com. If you want to give 
me that information at a gathering or other Emmaus event, please put the information in 
writing and hand it to me. No matter how good my intentions, I will not remember it 
otherwise.	

 
		



	

 
Spring Walks	

Men’s Walk – March 12-15, 2026  Women’s Walk – March 19-22, 2026	
Location – Camp Agape, Batesburg, SC	

 
We must have 12 pilgrims registered for each walk by January 29th in order to have the walk 
(that’s 12 for the men’s walk to happen, and 12 for the women’s walk to happen). We will continue 
to accept applications up until the walk happens but must have a minimum of 12 by the date 
above.  If we don’t have 12, we will be forced to cancel the walks again. Come on y’all, let’s make 
these walks happen!!! The teams are ready and God is ready! It’s up to us!	
Terry Booth will continue her work as Lay Director for the Women’s Walk.  Ken Medlin has been 
elected as Lay Director for the Men’s Walk.	
 

Six Things to Do NOW!! 
Pray     Attend a Sponsorship Training	
Make Table Agape   Form a Reunion / Fourth Day Group  
Attend a Gathering  Tell Someone about Emmaus and offer to sponsor 

 

Read Luke 24:13–35 then consider this: 
It’s New Year’s Eve. And whether you love this day or feel a quiet heaviness in it, most of us can relate to those two 
disciples on the road—walking, talking, remembering, trying to make sense of what has happened. 
 They are not celebrating. They are processing. “We trusted” they say. That phrase gets me every time. We 
trusted—past tense. Their hopes have taken a hit. Their expectations are bruised. Their faith feels like it’s slipping 
through their fingers. 
 And then this: “Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 
 He comes close, but they don’t recognize him. 
 Isn’t that often the way? Jesus is nearer than we realize. He is present in the conversation, present in the 
confusion, present in the long walk between what we hoped for and what we are living. 
Jesus asks questions. He listens. He lets them tell the truth—sadness, disappointment, uncertainty, and all. And 
then he opens the Scriptures. He reframes their story inside God’s story. He turns their pain into a passageway, 
not a dead end. 
 But the moment that changes everything is surprisingly ordinary: a table, bread, blessing, breaking. 
 “Their eyes were opened.” 
 Some awakenings don’t happen in fireworks. They happen in the faithful practices—Word and table, 
prayer and presence, the quiet miracle of Jesus meeting us in the everyday. 
 And then notice what they do. They don’t stay seated. “They rose up the same hour and returned.” The 
awakened life moves. It speaks. It bears witness. 
 As 2025 closes and 2026 approaches, here’s the invitation: don’t race past recognition. Ask Jesus to walk 
with you. Invite him to “abide with us.” Let him open the Scriptures. Let him meet you at the table. And when your 
heart begins to burn again—when hope stirs, when courage returns—get up and go. 
 Awakening is not just seeing Jesus. It’s rising to share him.	

 

 

 


